The impressive entrance and Lodge at
Sudbrooke Park.
Photo: Michae: Cur'is

he
C‘jéﬂl/ljlli Llh/ o= dee
of
C"BM 6{7(42? 0346 dté

by APRIL CALTHORPE

quote the No
and sporung
undulatn
e trec

I I(’ji,‘ fr. deen.

@
of (»(Q!::L
rabbits and

ith & df“'h ¢ acety] lene

r pm’k studded
Tormorrow 1t wi
with archinect de

¢ 1 still in the nodala

cady been b
station

-: 1
AT upon; there

wll

S0111e OVer

cgue feature of
Tt there
the Lake Fiel
wter weeds and great reed mace,
fowl, hut su aiful, and one
i i 2 slands around whi

eir boats.

i
T
i

can be :1';:(‘&“1._

d to be known as
Lincolnshire |

] tne

Lincoin and the coast on the
t iron cates surmounted by
£

WTOHL eriod, heing I
ions and the arms of the Sibthorp family, and Lincoln, High Sl‘w.trn‘
v two handsome Holue oaks. Onginallvy the Chainmen of Querter Sessi
the Reresfords. Sudbrooke 1lolme larer became held to <\.ﬂ.‘:}‘:i‘ tw funds of
i amt family. On the death of the ]
uldless. d partlyv 1o Mrs,

ints were
League. These
- took the form of

Geod. wi

wWers open to p‘}luu and

28 MAIN bEDROOMS

areat house

20

was kept, of whon we

ns were as splendid as -

i Lecause the reconimendati -

h . zarden workers w z_zl' applv It pow Gt

to S Holine for two vears t \\ here the
befor: iving for positions o ises ouce al

¥ as

Ve
i




house maintenau.c. In the opposite direction the drive
leads to Langworth, passing a small group of staft
houses. The author lives here, in the erstwhile home ot
the Head Coachman, one of a small group of old estate
houses. One was oceupied by the head butler, the single

storey Garden House was used as a Bothy until the |

erection of the later one opposite, and nearby, adjacent,
to the glass house area, is the BailifT's house.

The copper cupola and weather cock of the Gas
House look down on the specimen trees which siili
tower above the tangled garden area. Despite the cut-
ting down of the trees during World War 11, particularly
fine exarmples of Cedars of Lebanon, Scotch pine, Yew,
Thuja, and Portugal laurel are to he seen where once
the Eastern gardens splashed the park with colour.

The great herbaceous border led off from the Italian
gardens. It ended in a lovely svlvan setting which is now
known as the Boy Scouts Woad, as it was bequeathed
to the Scouts by its late owner, Miss Emily Gilbert. The
young campers are tidying it up and rcopening the
centre ride, and the smoke from camp fires curls at
weekends around the remains of the Grecian Lodge, or
Stone Dog, one of the estate’s several elaborate summer
houses. Tts giant piece of sculpture in the form of a dog
was sold at the great Sale.

People in outlying villages have a great affection for
Sudbrooke Park, and find it comforting to know that
this area at any rate will remain green and wooded,
and occupied for the most part by a family of squirrels,
a pair of Tawny owls, and the small warbler birds whose
singing is the background music to Sudbrooke Park.

SOLD IN SMALL LOTS

Although at different times in the Ellison and Sib-
thorp families as many as five, six, and three sons were
born, in 1896 there was not one male Sibthorp in the
youngest generation. The name was perpetuated into
‘the female line, and Coningsby Charles Sibthorp was
destined to be the rmansion’s last owner. Many people
have wondered why the great house was not sold as it
stood. The truth was that it fetched a good deal more
money by being stripped and sold in small lots, which
included fireplaces, doors, windows, gates, and the lead
on the roof as well as furnishings. One hundred copies
of the Sale Notice were printed, and even in 1919 these
illustrated catalogues cost one guinea each. The sale

Sudbrooke Holme as it was in 1919,
Phote: I. H. Walter
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Blue tits now nest in the mouth of the old fountain.
Photo: Michael Curtis

included the mansion—%“an imposing and restful pile of
considerable character,” manor houses, and farms witti-
in neighbouring parishes.

The signs of afflucnce and skilled care have gone
from Sudbroocke Park, but for a little while longer, until
the prajected schemes get under way, the atnosphere
of a great home and the vegetation of parkland remains
to be enjoyed. The magnolia trees stli flower in May;
the widely naturalised daffodils grow in profusion 1n
Spring, and the leaves of 2 solitary fig tree still shade
the crumbled terrace. The great lake Is the habitat of
Canada geese and their goslings, and. every year a blue

“tit raises her family in the mouth of the statue at the

81

fountain.




